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Introduction
In 2019 the political space of civil society

continued to shrink, and violence against

defenders of territories increased.

Governments made decisions based on the

paradigm of exploitative development,

choosing to believe that there is no other

option available.

Together with our partners Kanindé, CEIBA,

ALTROPICO and Justiça Ambiental! we

worked to make the options not only real

but also visible.

We reject market-based, false solutions to

socio-environmental problems because we

know that the real solutions are based on

rights, on popular education, on political

empowerment and autonomy.

We hope you also find hope in the pages

ahead!

 Contents:
Introduction.................................................1

Story of Change.........................................2

Brazil...............................................................4

Ecuador and Columbia..........................5

Mozambique...............................................6

Guatemala....................................................7

Work in Sweden .......................................8

1



In October 2018 Jair Bolsonaro was

elected president of Brazil having as

main promise of his campaign the

access to indigenous land by business

interests, specifically agribusiness and

mining, lodging companies and

squatters. Based on the narrative that

“there is too much land in the hands

of too few Indians (sic)”, Bolsonaro

openly attacks the indigenous 

peoples' (IPs) territories and their

constitutional rights to land, besides

many human rights such as the right

to cultural identity and autonomy.

 

 

Due to his discourse, the conflict around

indigenous territories increased greatly

in the following months. Invaders for

lodging, hunting and mining felt

entitled to take land and resources from

IPs territories. Violence and racism

against the groups increased. The Juma
people suffered an ambush when

leaving their land to sell yucca flour in

the city, and their truck was shot at in

December 2018; no one was hurt. In

January 2019 the Uru Eu Wau Wau
territory was suffering many invasions in

many different entries, being the 6th

indigenous territory most deforested in

Brazil at the time – while Brazil has 440

indigenous territories. The Uru Eu Wau
Wau people, together with the

Amondawa people, account for around

300 individuals, who end up being

responsible for protecting a territory of

1,8 million hectares in the Amazon,

since the Brazilian State dismantled the

responsible agencies. Inside this

territory, there are at least five isolated

indigenous groups. Invaders came in

groups of 200 men, with weapons, to

cut trees and build houses, performing

actions of plain land-grabbing. There

was official denounces that invaders

were planning attacks directly to the

isolated groups with the intention of

killing.

 

Story of Change
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Jordens Vänner works by

supporting people in self-

organizing, articulating

politically to have their

voices heard, challenge

power and demand the

fulfilment and respect for

their rights. There are many

tools for that, and one of

them is social media.

 



 Jordens Vänner collaborates with

Kanindé, a local NGO working for IPs

rights in Rondonia State, Brazil. Together

a communication plan was put in motion

to highlight the process of land conflict

in place.

 

The plan aimed at the production of

communication content and social

media management, as well as capacity

building with the communities for

handling, for example, interviews with

the media, and production of content to

social media. With the intensification of

communicative activities and articulation

with the press, it was possible to call

attention to the situation of vulnerability

and violence that these groups were

facing and demand action from the

State. Within a month, 60 news have

been written about the case in the

Brazilian press, and continued to be

covered by the international press along

the year. On Twitter, famous journalists

shared their preoccupation with the case, 

 

s a result of the communication

strategies, millions of people were

 

reached about an issue normally under

the radar of most of them. The level of

pressure was high, and included the

corporate media, so the Federal

government had to respond: the

president of FUNAI (Agency for

Indigenous Issues), the Commission of

Human Rights of the Bar Association, a

representative of the Federal Prosecution

Office, the Director of Territory protection

of FUNAI, and the secretary for Racial

Equality and Human Rights of the Federal

Presidency visited the area in conflict to

talk to communities. The presence of

monitoring helicopters and police cars

scared invaders who left their camps and

did not camp again during the year. The

government promised to send in the army

in case things did not improve –

unfortunately they did not hold up to

their words. The presence of media

coverage for the rest of the year was a tool

for the protection of human rights

defenders and indigenous leaders. The

situation of conflict persists; the number

of invasions are raising again. But the

protection of the territory and the lives of

this people in 2019 was a victory not to be

forgotten.
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Borders of the TI Uru Eu Wau Wau, satellite photo.



During a year of shrinking space for civil society in Brazil,

the Association of Warriors lndigenous Women of

Rondonia (AGIR) was strengthened and became the

reference for the defence of indigenous rights in the

State of Rondonia. Kanindé supports AGIR to increase

gender equality and female leadership within their own

communities. 

 

"The women left the place of silence and became the

leaders within the indigenous movement of Rondonia",

says Kanindé. Rondonia has 54 ethnicities, being the

most culturally diverse State of Brazil, and these

women are representing around 15000 people. The

women are being invited to events as official

representatives of the women's movement and

impacting public policies. AGIR is well organized and

has improved the capacity of management as well.

With their presence in events, they can sell their

products produced by women, specifically, their

handicrafts, increasing the community' s income and

self-sufficiency. Within all the ethnicities beneficiaries

of this program there has been the election of young

representatives to the associations, improving the

decision making power of this group. 

 

Furthermore, Kanindé became a member of the Council

for Children and Youth at the state level, a new channel

to influence decisions regarding indigenous youth.

Gender and age equality in
indigenous people's
communities

RONDONIA ,  BRAZIL
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The support to women's associations in articulating meetings and

assemblies, steady capacity building and advocacy for women and

youth rights have been essential activities in the program. 



Jordens Vänner collaborates with

ALTROPICO working in Ecuador and

Colombia for the local protection of the

environment via strengthening the

autonomy of marginalized groups. To

increase the communities influence on

local government the work is done on

different levels. Capacity and knowledge

exchange are important activities that

resulted in leaders being active in the

governance of their communities,

organizational structures, and negotiation

with the government. 

 

Via assemblies and technical support, IPs

are able to create their autonomous

territorial management plans (Planos de
Vida). With these plans, some communities

both in Colombia and Ecuador have been

negotiating with local governments the

inclusion of their interests and necessities

into the public budget. This gives the

community even further influence and

possibility to act on their own change. 

Another result is the recovery and

Ecuador and Colombia
Capacity building and knowledge exchange activities empower indigenous

communities and individuals, revitalizing traditional governance, increasing

international collaborations, and placing women and youth into positions of

governance and leadership. 

application of traditional means for

governance, such as the Indigenous

Guards for internal organization and

territory protection. Women and gender

equality have also been a focus and in

some communities, women are more

represented in decision making. 

 

The youth who participate in capacity

building activities such as the

Binational School for Agroecology

demonstrate empowerment regarding

territorial management, some have

been invited to be part of the

candidacies for local political elections.
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Association Tsakane in Xai-Xai, Southern
Mozambique was formalized in 2018. After

years of activism, they managed to regain

land previously taken for industrial

agriculture. In 2019 they have applied for 50

hectares to be legalized under

communitarian land in a procedure to the

municipality. 

 

The neighbouring Association ANRAN
developed a good relationship with the

local government after being elected for

seats at the municipal council. The

government, therefore, authorized the

removal of the landmarks that were put in

place during the land-grabbing process for

the urban expansion, in 2015. ANRAN also
received 1 additional hectare of community

land. It has been cultivated with

agroecological methods, increasing the

food sovereignty of the community and

improving the conditions of the houses as

the vegetation material is commonly used

for the roofs. 

The community is now receiving

capacitation in agroforestry methods as a

way to increase food sovereignty and

sustainable farming. Due to the explicit

process of modern land-grabbing,

followed by a successful outcome, the

Xai-Xai case became a chapter in the

book by Timothy Wise "Eating Tomorrow

Agribusiness, Family Farmers, and the

Battle for the Future of Food".

Agroecology, Agroforestry
and Community Land

MOZAMBIQUE
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Justiça Ambiental supports communities in self-organizing to engage in legal
and political pressure to get their land back. In the process, communities are
offered capacity building in resilient agricultural methods that consider and
respect their traditional techniques. 



Guatemala:
 

Strenghening the social movements via
mobilization and legal assistance 

In 2019 CEIBA has worked

extensively with political influence

at local and regional levels and

decided to expand the work to the

national level. CEIBA is part of civil

society associations and networks

within three main themes:

protection of the right to water,

protection of territories against

energy-transportation structures

and hydroelectric power plants, as

well as protection of biodiversity

and the right to food.

In 2019 CEIBA and the Agua Viva e Territorio
Assembly entered with a Court Case at the

Constitutional Court of Guatemala requesting

the water to be recognized as a being and

thereby subject of rights according to the native

peoples' world-view. They won the claim and

this will help in further work in the protection of

the water. A network of community leaders also

started with the preparations to present a bill for

the protection of biodiversity and cultural

heritage in Guatemala, as a resistance to the

government´s proposal of commercialization of

traditional knowledge and seeds. CEIBA is the

plaintiff in an Unconstitutionality Claim against

a new law authorizing GMOs in Guatemala and

against the “NGO law”. The NGO law impacts

greatly the civic space for NGOs and social

movements, and this law was suspended by the

Court. CEIBA also gave effective protection and

legal defense of four community leaders

criminalized by the cane sugar industry, who

were found innocent in the claims against them.
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Work in
Sweden
 

As the pressure on the field increases,

we also increase the support to our

partners, with capacity building, visits

and dialogue.

 

Our work in Sweden has the focus of

sharing information with the public so

everyone can see what solidarity work

looks like. So everyone can

understand its importance and why

we must keep development aid in the

national budget.

 

But we disagree with the idea that the

problems are just over "there", at a

distance. We work to reveal to the

Swedish people how the global

system that affects "them" also affects

"us". Sweden has increased

dependency on fossil fuels and

imports to feed its people. Our food

systems are bad for the environment,

bad for our health, bad for our

economy and our farmers. It is

unsustainable and only benefits a few.

We invite you to engage in the

discussion about how Sweden can

become food-sovereign again in our

last publication, Vem bestämmer vad
vi äter?

We work to build bridges between peoples

movements. In October, representatives of

the Union of those affected by Texaco-

Chevron (UDAPT -Ecuador) visited Fridays

for Future in Stockholm:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#BindingTreaty: We also pressure

politicians to work for the change that is

needed. We believe that Sweden must

support the process for a UN Treaty on

Business and Human Rights, a new

international law that will allow States to

hold corporations accountable for human

rights violations.  

 

We also think that Sweden should stop

funding corporations that impact people

and the climate, like Chevron. With

meetings, letters and events, we pressure

Sweden for #SchysstaPensioner.
 

Support us, become a member, get

engaged!
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Swish: 1239004748

Organisation number: 855100-9882  

Address: Gyllenkrooksgatan 10B

3412 61 Gothenburg 

Web address: jordensvanner.se
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